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Permittee Copy 
No Fee 
See instructions below before completing application.  Type or print clearly. 
First Name M.I. Last Name Day Telephone 

Mailing Address Email 

City State Zip Code Date Acquired Prior Tag Number (If Applicable) 

Physical Address Where This Tortoise Is Located, If Different From Above 

How Did You Acquire This Tortoise? 

Species Age (Select One) 
Hatchling Juvenile Adult

Sex (Select One) 
M   F

Unique Feature (If Applicable) Health (Select One) 
Poor   Good  Excellent
 I certify that all information contained on this application is true and correct. I understand that, in the event this information is found to 

be untrue or incorrect, the permit issued will be considered invalid and must be surrendered and that I will be subject to criminal 
prosecution. I declare under penalty of perjury that I lawfully acquired and possess the desert tortoise listed above. 
Applicant’s Signature  Date 

For Department Use Only         Permit to Possess Desert Tortoise 
The person whose name appears above is hereby known as the permittee and is authorized by this permit to possess the tortoise identified 
herein.  The permittee shall attach the tag accompanying this permit to the tortoise and shall not thereafter remove such tag, nor sell, barter, 
breed, transfer or release this tortoise without prior permission from the Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
Tag Number Issued By Date 

Important Information

Breeding of captive tortoises possessed pursuant to this permit is illegal. You shall house tortoises of opposite or 
unknown sexes separately to prevent breeding. If you discover a tortoise nest or hatchlings on your property, you shall 
contact the Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator at wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov immediately to obtain instructions on how 
to proceed. 
It is illegal to take tortoises from the wild. The penalty for doing so can be up to $5000 and one year in jail. No tortoise 
that has been in private possession shall be released into the wild or transported out of the state of California. 
This permit is non-transferable. If you need assistance finding a new home for the tortoise, contact the California Turtle 
and Tortoise Club (CTTC) at www.tortoise.org. 

Instructions For Completing the Desert Tortoise Permit Application 
1. It is mandatory to complete the following items for an application package to be accepted. Incomplete

application packages will be returned.

• All three pages of the application completed in full, signed, and dated.
• At least one photograph of the desert tortoise to verify species.
• A self-addressed, stamped envelope for mailing your permit back, if issued.

Note: Allow 3-4 weeks for processing. 

2. Mail the application package to: California Turtle and Tortoise Club, P.O. Box 1753, Chino, CA 91708-1753
3. If your application is accepted and you receive a tag, retain the “Permittee Copy” for your records.

4. After receiving the permit application copies back from the CTTC with the tag number and issued by signature,
send the “CDFW Copy” to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Attn: Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator,
P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

mailto:wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.tortoise.org/
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CDFW Copy 
No Fee 
See instructions below before completing application.  Type or print clearly. 
First Name M.I. Last Name Day Telephone 

Mailing Address Email 

City State Zip Code Date Acquired Prior Tag Number (If Applicable) 

Physical Address Where This Tortoise Is Located, If Different From Above 

How Did You Acquire This Tortoise? 

Species Age (Select One) 
Hatchling Juvenile Adult

Sex (Select One) 
M   F

Unique Feature (If Applicable) Health (Select One) 
Poor   Good  Excellent
 I certify that all information contained on this application is true and correct. I understand that, in the event this information is found to 

be untrue or incorrect, the permit issued will be considered invalid and must be surrendered and that I will be subject to criminal 
prosecution. I declare under penalty of perjury that I lawfully acquired and possess the desert tortoise listed above. 
Applicant’s Signature  Date 

For Department Use Only         Permit to Possess Desert Tortoise 
The person whose name appears above is hereby known as the permittee and is authorized by this permit to possess the tortoise identified 
herein.  The permittee shall attach the tag accompanying this permit to the tortoise and shall not thereafter remove such tag, nor sell, barter, 
breed, transfer or release this tortoise without prior permission from the Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
Tag Number Issued By Date 

Important Information

Breeding of captive tortoises possessed pursuant to this permit is illegal. You shall house tortoises of opposite or 
unknown sexes separately to prevent breeding. If you discover a tortoise nest or hatchlings on your property, you shall 
contact the Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator at wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov immediately to obtain instructions on how 
to proceed. 
It is illegal to take tortoises from the wild. The penalty for doing so can be up to $5000 and one year in jail. No tortoise 
that has been in private possession shall be released into the wild or transported out of the state of California. 
This permit is non-transferable. If you need assistance finding a new home for the tortoise, contact the California Turtle 
and Tortoise Club (CTTC) at www.tortoise.org. 

Instructions For Completing the Desert Tortoise Permit Application 
1. It is mandatory to complete the following items for an application package to be accepted. Incomplete

application packages will be returned.

• All three pages of the application completed in full, signed, and dated.
• At least one photograph of the desert tortoise to verify species.
• A self-addressed, stamped envelope for mailing your permit back, if issued.

Note: Allow 3-4 weeks for processing. 

2. Mail the application package to: California Turtle and Tortoise Club, P.O. Box 1753, Chino, CA 91708-1753
3. If your application is accepted and you receive a tag, retain the “Permittee Copy” for your records.

4. After receiving the permit application copies back from the CTTC with the tag number and issued by signature,
send the “CDFW Copy” to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Attn: Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator,
P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

mailto:wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.tortoise.org/
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CTTC Copy 
No Fee 
See instructions below before completing application.  Type or print clearly. 
First Name M.I. Last Name Day Telephone 

Mailing Address Email 

City State Zip Code Date Acquired Prior Tag Number (If Applicable) 

Physical Address Where This Tortoise Is Located, If Different From Above 

How Did You Acquire This Tortoise? 

Species Age (Select One) 
Hatchling Juvenile Adult

Sex (Select One) 
M   F

Unique Feature (If Applicable) Health (Select One) 
Poor   Good  Excellent
 I certify that all information contained on this application is true and correct. I understand that, in the event this information is found to 

be untrue or incorrect, the permit issued will be considered invalid and must be surrendered and that I will be subject to criminal 
prosecution. I declare under penalty of perjury that I lawfully acquired and possess the desert tortoise listed above. 
Applicant’s Signature  Date 

For Department Use Only         Permit to Possess Desert Tortoise 
The person whose name appears above is hereby known as the permittee and is authorized by this permit to possess the tortoise identified 
herein.  The permittee shall attach the tag accompanying this permit to the tortoise and shall not thereafter remove such tag, nor sell, barter, 
breed, transfer or release this tortoise without prior permission from the Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
Tag Number Issued By Date 

Important Information

Breeding of captive tortoises possessed pursuant to this permit is illegal. You shall house tortoises of opposite or 
unknown sexes separately to prevent breeding. If you discover a tortoise nest or hatchlings on your property, you shall 
contact the Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator at wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov immediately to obtain instructions on how 
to proceed. 
It is illegal to take tortoises from the wild. The penalty for doing so can be up to $5000 and one year in jail. No tortoise 
that has been in private possession shall be released into the wild or transported out of the state of California. 
This permit is non-transferable. If you need assistance finding a new home for the tortoise, contact the California Turtle 
and Tortoise Club (CTTC) at www.tortoise.org. 

Instructions For Completing the Desert Tortoise Permit Application 
1. It is mandatory to complete the following items for an application package to be accepted. Incomplete

application packages will be returned.

• All three pages of the application completed in full, signed, and dated.
• At least one photograph of the desert tortoise to verify species.
• A self-addressed, stamped envelope for mailing your permit back, if issued.

Note: Allow 3-4 weeks for processing. 

2. Mail the application package to: California Turtle and Tortoise Club, P.O. Box 1753, Chino, CA 91708-1753
3. If your application is accepted and you receive a tag, retain the “Permittee Copy” for your records.

4. After receiving the permit application copies back from the CTTC with the tag number and issued by signature,
send the “CDFW Copy” to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Attn: Desert Tortoise Permit Coordinator,
P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

mailto:wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.tortoise.org/
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